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Cyperus steudneri, a new combination in Cyperus (Cyperaceae)
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Larridon et al. (2011a) recently proposed a new name, Cype-
rus spiralis Larridon, for the species Kyllingiella polyphylla 
(A.Rich.) Lye. However, an earlier epithet of a homotypic 
name is available, and therefore the name Cyperus spiralis is 
illegitimate. A new combination, Cyperus steudneri (Boeck-
eler) Larridon is proposed.

Richard (1850: 503) was the first to describe a plant col-
lected by Quartin Dillon in Ethiopia as Isolepis polyphylla 
A.Rich. Four years later, Steudel (1854: 70) deemed it should 
be placed in Kyllinga, and published a new name, Kyllinga 
ambigua Steud., for it since the combination of the epithet 
‘polyphylla’ was not possible in Kyllinga (non Kyllinga poly-
phylla Willd. ex Kunth 1837: 134). Later, Boeckeler (1870: 
733) placed this taxon in Scirpus, and again had to publish a 
new name, Scirpus steudneri Boeckeler, since both Richard’s 
epithet ‘polyphyllus’ and Steudel’s epithet ‘ambiguus’ were 
already published for other species in Scirpus [non Scirpus 
polyphyllus Vahl (Vahl 1805: 274), nec Scirpus ambiguus 
Schult. (Schultes 1824: 85)]. Since both Steudel (1854) and 
Boeckeler (1870) explicitly cited the name Isolepis poly-
phylla and its type in their descriptions, their new names 
for this taxon are homotypic. Haines & Lye (1983: 43) 
placed Isolepis polyphylla in their new genus Kyllingiella 
R.W.Haines & Lye as Kyllingiella polyphylla (A.Rich.) Lye. 
Since recent molecular phylogenetic studies (Larridon et al. 
2011b) showed that Kyllingiella is nested in Cyperus L. sec-
tion Leucocephali Cherm. ex Kük. (Kükenthal 1936: 276), 
Larridon et al. (2011a) sank the small genus in Cyperus. In 
this last publication, a new name for Kyllingiella polyphylla 
was proposed. However, since then it came to our attention 
that the correct name for this taxon requires a new combina-
tion in Cyperus (cf. McNeill et al. 2006: Art. 11.4), based on 
Scirpus steudneri Boeckeler, which we provide here:

Cyperus steudneri (Boeckeler) Larridon, comb. nov. – 
Isolepis polyphylla A.Rich. (Richard 1850: 503) – Kyllinga 
ambigua Steud. (Steudel 1854: 70), non Cyperus ambiguus 

Liebm. (Liebmann 1850: 199) – Scirpus steudneri Boeckeler 
(Boeckeler 1870: 733) – Kyllingiella polyphylla (A.Rich.) 
Lye (Haines & Lye 1983: 143), non Cyperus polyphyllus 
Vahl – Cyperus spiralis Larridon, nom. illeg. (Larridon et al. 
2011: 352) – Type: Ethiopia, Plaine du Chiré, Quartin Dillon 
R. & Petit A. s.n. (holo-: P, barcode P00462693; iso-: P, bar-
codes P00462694 & P00462695).
Distribution – Ethiopia to East tropical Africa.
Description – Haines & Lye (1983: 143).
Key to the species of Cyperus section Leucocephali – Lar-
ridon et al. (2011a: 351).
Note – The holotype and two isotype specimens are avail-
able online through:
- JSTOR Plant Science (http://plants.jstor.org – holotype: 

http://plants.jstor.org/specimen/p00462693 – isotypes: 
http://plants.jstor.org/specimen/p00462694 and http://
plants.jstor.org/specimen/p00462695)

- The Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle (http://www.
mnhn.fr – holotype: http://dsiphoto.mnhn.fr/sonnerat/api-
JOIN/JH/JH20050602/P00462693.jpg – isotypes: http://
dsiphoto.mnhn.fr/sonnerat/apiJOIN/JH/JH20050602/
P00462694.jpg and http://dsiphoto.mnhn.fr/sonnerat/api-
JOIN/JH/JH20050602/P00462695.jpg).
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SHORT COMMUNICATION

Abstract – The recently published nomen novum Cyperus spiralis Larridon is illegitimate, because an 
earlier epithet of a homotypic name is available. A new combination, Cyperus steudneri (Boeckeler) 
Larridon is proposed for Kyllingiella polyphylla (A.Rich.) Lye.

Key words – Cyperaceae, Cyperus, Kyllingiella, new combination.

http://plants.jstor.org
http://plants.jstor.org/specimen/p00462693
http://plants.jstor.org/specimen/p00462693
http://plants.jstor.org/specimen/p00462694
http://plants.jstor.org/specimen/p00462694
http://plants.jstor.org/specimen/p00462695
http://plants.jstor.org/specimen/p00462695
http://www.mnhn.fr
http://www.mnhn.fr
http://dsiphoto.mnhn.fr/sonnerat/apiJOIN/JH/JH20050602/P00462693.jpg
http://dsiphoto.mnhn.fr/sonnerat/apiJOIN/JH/JH20050602/P00462693.jpg
http://dsiphoto.mnhn.fr/sonnerat/apiJOIN/JH/JH20050602/P00462694.jpg
http://dsiphoto.mnhn.fr/sonnerat/apiJOIN/JH/JH20050602/P00462694.jpg
http://dsiphoto.mnhn.fr/sonnerat/apiJOIN/JH/JH20050602/P00462694.jpg
http://dsiphoto.mnhn.fr/sonnerat/apiJOIN/JH/JH20050602/P00462695.jpg
http://dsiphoto.mnhn.fr/sonnerat/apiJOIN/JH/JH20050602/P00462695.jpg


139

Larridon & Goetghebeur, A new combination in Cyperus (Cyperaceae)

Larridon I., Reynders M., Huygh W., Bauters K., Vrijdaghs A., Ler-
oux O., Muasya A.M., Simpson D.A., Goetghebeur P. (2011a) 
Taxonomic changes in C3 Cyperus (Cyperaceae) supported by 
molecular phylogenetic data, morphology, embryology, ontog-
eny and anatomy. Plant Ecology and Evolution 144: 327–356. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5091/plecevo.2011.653

Larridon I., Reynders M., Huygh W., Bauters K., Van de putte K., 
Muasya A.M., Boeckx P., Simpson D.A., Vrijdaghs A., Goet-
ghebeur P. (2011b) Affinities in C3 Cyperus lineages (Cyper-
aceae) revealed using molecular phylogenetic data and carbon 
isotope analysis. Botanical Journal of the Linnean Society 167: 
19–46. http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1095-8339.2011.01160.x

Liebmann F.M. (1850) Mexicos Halvgraes. Det Kongelige Danske 
Videnskabernes Selskabs Skrifter 5 (2): 189–277.

McNeill J., Barrie F.R., Burdet H.M., Demoulin V., Hawksworth 
D.L., Marhold K., Nicolson D.H., Prado J., Silva P.C., Skog 
J.E., Wiersema J.H., Turland N.J. (eds) (2006) International 
Code of Botanical Nomenclature (Vienna Code) Adopted by the 

Seventeenth International Botanical Congress Vienna, Austria, 
July 2005. Ruggel, Liechtenstein, Gantner Verlag. [Regnum 
Vegetabile 146]

Richard A. (1850) Tentamen florae abyssinicae 2. Paris, Bertrand.
Schultes J.A. (1824) Mantissa in Volumen Secundum Systematis 

vegetabilium Caroli a Linné ex editione Roemer, J.J. & J.A. 
Schultes: 60–71. Stuttgart, J.G. Cotta.

Steudel E.G. von (1854-55) Synopsis Plantarum Glumacearum 2. 
Cyperaceae. Stuttgart, J.B. Metzler.

Vahl M. (1805) Enumeratio plantarum 2. Copenhagen, Impenis 
auctoris, & prostat apud J.H. Schubothe.

Manuscript received 5 Dec. 2012; accepted in revised version 8 Jan. 
2013. 

Communicating Editor: Elmar Robbrecht.

http://dx.doi.org/10.5091/plecevo.2011.653
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1095-8339.2011.01160.x

